Grants-in-Aid are awarded based on the rigorous review of research plans contained in researcher's grant applications. This kind of program is called a competitive funding program. KAKENHI is the largest competitive funding program in Japan, accounting for more than 50% of all competitive funding by the government. (The budget for 2017 is 228.4 billion yen.) In 2016, there were around 109,000 new applications, of which approximately 30,000 proposals were adopted. When those projects that were adopted earlier and are continuing for multiple years are included, some 83,000 research projects are currently being supported. Reform of the KAKENHI program was being carried forward. This initiative has three pillars 1) Revision of the review system; 2) Revision of research categories and frameworks and 3) Implementation of flexible and effective grantusage system. As a vanguard reform, a new review system will be introduced from the 2018 funding year.(Please visit JSPS web site for the details)
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Reform of Kakenhi System
AMED aims to act as a catalyst which promotes integrated medical R&D, realize innovation and convey results of the R&D to patients who suffer from diseases. 
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